THE  LEGEND  OF   "COMPULSORY  LABOUR"
economic crisis is steadily spreading." "Unemploy-
ment is assuming the proportions of a world calamity/"
"Starvation is causing an epidemic of workers' suicides
and crimes against property, and prostitution., including
child prostitution,, are increasing/'' "AZo less than one
thousand American workers die of starvation daily/'
These are not my words, I have taken them from bour-
geois newspapers. The capitalists are saying with increasing
unanimity,, that they have not the means to feed the
workers and that state aid to the unemployed cannot
be thought of. The President of the U.S.A. refused to
endorse a Red Cross allocation in aid of the unemployed,
for this., he said, would be a "socialist measure/' In
Peremyshl, the manager of the labour exchange told an
unemployed deputation: "We have no funds. All I can
offer you is some money to buy a rope to hang yourselves
with."
A prominent German politician put it even more elo-
quently and cynically: "Twenty million Germans will
have to perish because the state cannot feed them/' The
savage roar of despair of this servitor of capitalism called
forth no "comment"" in the bourgeois press,, which, the
lie and slander specialists assert, enjoys "freedom of
speech/' N$r did 4ii$FC7?ir awaken any response in
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